
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Welcome to my June 2013 President’s Prattle. Winter 

is upon us and after such beautiful autumn days we are 

heading into the colder months. However not nearly as 

cold in the winter around Christmas time as our friends 

in the UK, USA and Europe.  

 

Unfortunately Marg Rubesa had to postpone the Art 

Trail outing on Sunday to Bundeena due to the weather 

however she will be rescheduling it for another day. I 

am sitting here just after hearing the rain very softly 

falling, and now with kookaburra’s laughing in the 

background with birds chirping and also having just 

watched about 15 kangaroos hopping about at the back 

of my property.  Now the rain has started falling again, 

what a delightful day in Australia. I can enjoy my day 

crotcheing and knitting for my expected 3
rd

 great 

grandchild. I can remember the time as a child in 

winter when we would sit with my mother in our 

kitchen around the fuel stove knitting on a cold rainy 

Sunday. Oh what wonderful memories. 

 

30 of us enjoyed a walk with guide Judith Dunn 

around Kings Cross. Seeing some of the original 

homes built by prosperous merchants and also the 

home/office of Wanita Neilson and the terrace homes 

that were saved from demolition due to her 

campaigning in her NOW Newspaper. Wanita 

disappeared in the 1970’s and her body has never been 

found. Some thoughts are it’s under the 3
rd

 runway at 

Sydney airport another is it’s near Katoomba. 

 

We had a busy month with lots of shows. War Horse, 

it was hard to realise the “horses” were not real! We 

had 33 at Marina Prior & The Australian Tenors, it 

was a wonderful performance. Dusty Springfield & 

Tom Jones once again enjoyable, and then A Street 

Car Named Desire by the local theatre group. I think 

we all thought we were a little hard of hearing but Ken 

said it all “perhaps they should have had subtitles”.  

 

Quote:  “When one door closes, another opens, but we 

 often look so long and so regretfully upon the 

 closed door that we do not see the one that has  

 opened for us.” 

                     Alexander Graham Bell 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2013/2014 

 
PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

V. PRESIDENT Tony Wolf  0466962867 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Robert Bee  46474335 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill  46484418 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

HOSPITALITY Eileen McGregor  

  Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
 

Friday, 7
th

 June 2013:   Coral and Vince Fisher 

Friday,  5
th 

July 2013:    Ilona & Robert Ferguson 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the 

meeting room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to 

fulfil your allocated day, please let Dorothy know 

ASAP. 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Mr. Joe Puntillo from the 

NSW Department of Fair Trading will be speaking on 

Shopping and Scams 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
HAPPY 21

st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Beverley Crawford, Eileen McGregor, Peter 

O’Loughlin, Marcia Pain, Fred Selby, Peter Williams. 

 

 

 

Day Trip to ‘Bygone Beautys’, Leura – 17 May 

2013 by Linda Lord 

 
After a delayed start due to some misunderstanding 

about the departure time, 28 members set off to Leura 

with driver Graham under the direction of Peter, our 

intrepid tour leader. 

 

It was a sunny day but there was quite a chilly wind, 

which got chillier as we got higher up the mountains. 

We were glad to arrive at our destination at ‘Bygone 

Beautys’ where the lovely fresh warm scones, big 

bowls of jam and cream and of course, hot tea and 

coffee, were very welcome. 

 

 
 

 

Our hostess gave a brief history of the teapot museum 

and tearooms which were established some 38 years 

ago by Ronald and Maurice Hooper. 3,000 teapots, 

predominantly collected within Australia, are on 

display and some of the more unusual ones were 

shown to us. One was worth $2,000, and we were 

saddened to learn that Royal Albert is now all made in 

China. Renovations are planned to give more room for 

the museum and also to increase the size of the 

tearoom. 

 

‘Bygone Beautys’ is an Aladdin’s Cave because as 

well as teapots,  it was stocked from floor to ceiling 

with antiques and collectables, toys, fine china, 

furniture, jewellery and unique gifts and cards, so 

needless to say a lovely shopping spree was had by 

many. 

 

Reluctantly we prised ourselves away and headed off 

along the scenic route past the 3 Sisters Lookout to the 

Katoomba Golf Club where a hot lunch, with maybe a 

glass of wine as well, was enjoyed before we headed 

back home. 

 

Thank you Peter for organizing this interesting and 

enjoyable day. 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on 25
th
 June at Camden R.S.L 2.15pm for 

a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person which 

includes bowls.   

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

In June we will be starting a new  project  card  using 

Quilling and Punches to make flower and leaves. We 

will put both together on a card which will be supplied. 

 

So if you are interested come along to our next craft 

day on Tuesday 18
th
 June 2013 at 1.30pm. 

 

If you are not card making you can bring along your 

project , crochet etc. or come along for a cuppa .. you 

are most welcome . 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

The next Book Club meeting will be on Monday, 24
th
 

June (NB: one week later than usual).  By then we 

should have had time to read “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”,by 

Harriet Beacher Stowe.  It is said by some that this is 

the book which started the American Civil War. 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The Cards Night for June will be held at Jeanette’s 

Harrington Park Casino on Friday 28
th
 June 

commencing at 7.00pm Everyone is welcome to come 

along and enjoy a fun game of Cards. Contact Jeanette.  

on  46479986. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our boxes with their set of small cards turned out well, 

although there were a few challenges along the way.  

The next meeting on Tuesday 11
th
 June at 10am will 

use some patterned paper and punches. 

 

 

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au


Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

The Art Group’s 4
th
 anniversary lunch will be on 4

th
 

July.  Anyone wishing to join us is most welcome.  We 

will meet at 12.30 at Wests Leagues Club in Leumeah. 

 

 

 
 

                         Drover by Francoise 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

On Friday, 10
th
 May the Gardening Group was joined 

by the Photography Group at Red Cow Farm, Sutton 

Forest.  We were so fortunate to have a beautiful day 

which helped to give us some stunning photos.  I was 

disappointed after having seen the gardens in the 

Spring and the Summer with an abundance of flowers, 

but it was recommended that we visit in the Autumn as 

well because that is the favourite season for the 

owners.  The focus was on the changing colour of the 

trees and the lake, which did look amazing.  A 

wonderful day out with friends.   Our next meeting 

will be for a cuppa and a chat at Pat Scott’s home. 

 

 

 
 

Red Cow Farm 

Photography –Ros Hodgins  
The Happy Snappers enjoyed perfect weather when 

they joined the Gardeners on the trip to Red Cow 

Farm.  A great time was had by all.  At our copying 

workshop we looked at various methods of copying 

photos and then some simple editing tips.  David 

showed us some information on setting up Web 

Albums in Picasa.  We will have further instruction on 

this at our next review day where we will also look at 

our Red Cow photos. 

 

Five keen members visited the Sydney Vivid Lights 

last Wednesday.  The installations were interesting and 

some were very interactive. 

 

Our next meeting on Friday, 14
th
 will be a review of 

Red Cow photos and a tutorial with David which will 

be very enlightening. 

Happy Snapping 

 

 
Vivid Lights 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Sunday, 2
nd

 June:  The Bundeena Art Trail was 

cancelled due to the rain.   It will be rescheduled at a 

later date.  

 

Thursday, 6
th

 June:  Anniversary Dinner to be held 

at the Campbelltown Catholic Club in a private 

function room.  Doors open at 6.30pm, for a 7.15pm 

start.  A three course meal, tea/coffee to be served with 

birthday cake.  Entertainment on the evening.   

 

Thursday, 13
th

 June:  Our walk will be “Whale 

Watching at Kurnell”, hopefully this walk will go 

ahead this year, was cancelled last year due to rain. 

 

Monday 17
th

 June – Dinner 6.30pm  Back Galley 

Split Café, Argyle Street Camden 

Have booked the entire café for Probus members, 

holds 20 people.  It is furnished retro as an old milk 

bar, plays rock and roll music, order meal off menu. 

 

Thursday 25
th

 July: Tour of the Opera Centre at 

Surry Hills.  It is not a tour of the actual Opera House 

but the centre where all the props, costumes, wigs 



everything that is associated with the production of an 

opera are made.  Cost is $15.00 per person which 

includes morning tea.  Needs to be paid in full by the 

June meeting to Toni.  Once cheque and numbers have 

been sent there will be no reimbursements for 

cancellations.  

 People will need to be able to walk, climb stairs, no 

sitting throughout tour which lasts approx 2-3 hours 

from memory.  We will catch the train to Central and 

walk. 

 

Thursday, 8
th

 August:   Pizza evening at Common 

Ground Bakery, Picton 6.30pm 

  

Thursday, 22
nd

 August:  Guided tour of Belgenny 

Farm. 

 

 

The Walk through Kings Cross on Thursday, 30
th
 May 

was a wonderful day … very informative as seen on 

the back page. 

 

 
 

Opposite Elizabeth Bay House 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Clarice and Fay and Malcolm and Kathy shared their 

experiences of the Kimberley at our Travel Tales’ 

meeting.  A keen interest was shown by those who are 

travelling to the Kimberley later this year. 

 

Our next meeting will be held Wednesday, 19
th

 June 

commencing at 7.30pm.  David will show his long 

awaited CD of the Bathurst trip.  Everyone is very 

welcome to attend.  See Kathy or Malcolm if you are 

not sure where to go. 

 

There will be no meeting in July so everyone will be 

able to stay at home and keep warm. 

 

On August 21
st
 Ron will present his photos of his 

recent trip to Papua New Guinea.  Put this date in your 

diaries. 

  

 

. 

Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

June 

The Adams Family – Wed 5
th
 June 1 pm Capitol 

Tod McKenney – (Peter Allen) – Sat 15
th
 June 8 pm 

$56  Campbelltown Catholic Club  Pay ASAP 

Platters to Popera – Thur 27
th
 June 11am 

Free Morning Tea before show. 

 

July 

The Club – John Wood ( Jock Riley) –  Sat 6
th
 July 

8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club 8 pm   

 $41 Pay  ASAP 

Hot Shoe Shuffle - Wed 24
th
 July 1 pm Lyric 

 

August 

Legs 11 – Rhonda Burchmore – Sat 3 August 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 8 pm  

$34 Pay ASAP/June 

 

September 

The Wharf Revue – Wed 25
th
 Sept 2 pm 

Casula Powerhouse 

 

October 

Agatha Christie’s “A Murder is Announced” 

A Miss Marple Mystery. Sydney Theatre Walsh Bay 

Wed 16
th
 October 1 pm. $60 , Pay July/ August 

Grease – Lyric Theatre Wed 23
rd

 Oct 1pm  $67 

Very Limited seats Pay ASAP. Have waiting list, 

trying to obtain additional seats. 

 

2014 

March 2014 

The Lion King –  Wed 12
th
 March 2014 1pm. $70 

Capitol Theatre Pay November or December. 

 

My home phone number is 46511431 however I am 

available on my mobile 0408248322 as I always 

receive the  call and messages when out and about and 

I can call you back. Also, good idea to put my mobile 

number in your contacts. Thanks. Joyce. 

 

 
Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

Next Thursday night is our Club’s 6
th
 Birthday Party 

organised as usual by our “dinner organiser” Margaret. 

Don’t party too late into the night as our monthly 

meeting starts at 10am the following morning and we 

don’t want anyone “hungover” from the night before!  

(We’re past that aren’t we??) 

 

Payment for the coach trip to Fairground Follies is due 

at the meeting, cost $55.00, we have a couple of spaces 

left if you wish to join us on the trip.  From there we 

are going to Souths Juniors at Kingsford for lunch 

 
Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose 



CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

2013 

June 2 Walk:  Bundeena Art Trail 

June 4 Craft with Mary 

June 5 The Adams Family 1pm Capitol Theatre 

June 6 Anniversary Dinner C’town C.C. 

June 7 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

June 11 Card Making with Marion 

June 13 Walk: Whale Watching at Kurnell 

June 14 Photography with Ros 

June 15 Todd McKenney (Peter Allen) 8pm CCC 

June 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

June 17 Dinner : Back Galley Spit Café, Camden 

June 18 Craft with Mary 

June 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

June 21 Tour: Antique Mechanical Music 

June 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

June 27 Show: Platters to Popera, 11am Casula  

June 28 Gardening with Sue 

June 28 Cards Night at Harrington Park  Casino 

July 2 Craft with Mary 

July 5 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

July 6 The Club – John Wood (Jock Riley) 

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

July 9 Card Making with Marion 

July 12 Photography with Ros 

July 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

July 16 Craft with Mary 

July 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

July 19 Yulefest in Bundanoon 

July 24 Hot Shoe Shuffle 1pm Lyric Theatre 1pm 

July 25 Tour Opera Centre at Surry Hills 

July 26 Gardening with Sue 

July 26 Cards Night 

July 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 

Aug 2 General meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Aug 3 Legs 11 – Rhonda Burchmore CCC 8pm 

Aug 6 Craft with Mary 

Aug 6 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 8 Common Ground Bakery, Picton  6.30pm 

Aug 9 Photography with Ros 

Aug 19 Book Club with Ray and Pat 

Aug 20 Craft with Mary 

Aug 21 Travel Tales Park Central 7.30pm 

Aug 22 Guided walking tour Belgenny Farm 

Aug 23 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Aug 30 Photography with Ros 

Aug 30 Cards Night 

  

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Fri 7 June 2013 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  5 July 2013

                           10.00am-12 Noon 

 
 

Gardeners / Photographers at Red Cow  

 

 

 
 

Autumn at Red Cow 

 

 

 
 

Vivid Lights 

 



 
 

Kings Cross Walk! 

 

 

Just for us Old Girls 

(As published in the Gem & Lapidiary News 

 May 2013) 

 

To those who brave the water elements we can relate 

to this.     When I was a child in the 1950’s, the bathing 

suit for the mature figure was boned, trussed and 

reinforced, not so much sewn as engineered.  They 

were built to hold back and uplift, and they did a good 

job. 

 

Today’s stretch fabrics are designed for the 

prepubescent girl with a figure carved from a potato 

chip. 

 

The mature woman has a choice: she can either go up 

front to the maternity department and try on a floral 

suit with a skirt, coming away looking like a 

hippopotamus that escaped from Disney’s Fantasia, or 

she can wander around every run-of-the-mill 

department store trying to make a sensible choice from 

what amounts to a designer range of fluorescent rubber 

bands. 

 

What choice did I have?  I wandered around, made my 

sensible choice and entered the chamber of horrors 

known as the fitting room.  The first thing I noticed 

was the extraordinary tensile strength of the stretch 

material.  The Lycra used in bathing costumes was 

developed, I believe, by NASA to launch small rockets 

from a slingshot, which gives the added bonus that if 

you manage to actually lever yourself into one, you 

would be protected from shark attacks.  Any shark 

taking a swipe at your passing midriff would 

immediately suffer whiplash.  I fought my way into the 

bathing suite, but as I twanged the shoulder strap in 

place I gasped in horror, my boobs had disappeared! 

 

Eventually, I found one boob cowering under my left  

armpit.  It took a while to find the other.  At last I 

located it flattened beside my seventh rib.  The 

problem is that modern bathing suits have no bra cups.  

The mature woman is now meant to wear her boobs 

spread across her chest like a speed bump.  I realigned 

my speed bump and lurched towards the mirror to take 

a full view assessment. 

 

The bathing suit fit all right, but unfortunately it only 

fitted those bits of me willing to stay inside it.  The rest 

of me oozed out rebelliously from top, bottom and 

sides.  I looked like a lump of Playdoh wearing 

undersized cling wrap. 

 

As I tried to work out where all those extra bits had 

come from, the prepubescent sales girl popped her 

head through the curtain, “Oh, there you are” she said, 

admiring the bathing suit.  I replied that I wasn’t so 

sure and asked what else she had to show me.  I tried 

on a cream crinkled one that made me look like a lump 

of masking tape, and a floral two-piece that gave the 

appearance of an oversized napkin in a serving ring.   

 

I struggled into a pair of leopard-skin bathers with 

ragged frills and came out looking like Tarzan’s Jane, 

pregnant with triplets and having a rough day. 

 

I tried on a black number with a midriff fringe and 

looked like a jellyfish in mourning.  I tried on a bright 

pink pair with such a high cut leg I thought I would 

have to wax my eyebrows to wear them. . 

 

Finally, I found a suit that fit, it was a two piece affair 

with a shorts style bottom and a loose blouse type top.  

It was cheap, comfortable, and bulge-friendly, so I 

bought it.  My ridiculous search had a successful 

outcome, I figured. 

 

When I got it home. I found a label that read, “Material 

might become transparent in water.” !!” 

 

So, if you happen to be on the beach or near any other 

body of water this year and I’m there too, I’ll be the 

one in cut-off jeans and a T-shirt! 

 

You’d better be laughing or rolling on the floor by this 

time.  Life isn’t about how to survive the storm, but 

how to dance in the rain, with or without a stylish 

bathing suit! 

 

You can’t change the past, but you can ruin the present 

by worrying over the future. 

 

Be the kind of woman that when your feet hit the floor 

each morning the devil says – “Oh Crap, She’s up!”  


